
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                             November 4, 2018 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 376 [Love Divine, All Loves Excelling] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, you knock on the door of my awareness, but my 
attention is elsewhere.  You are the invitation to notice the odd 
and strange feelings and thoughts which seek my attention while I 
am absorbed in how to maintain the hurry to which I am 
accustomed.  You are the pull toward silence which competes 
with the noise with which my life is full.  You are the longing I feel 
for down-time and self-reflection which is normally interfered 
with by my compulsion to be helpful and/or useful.  Most things 
in my life are impacted by, and even contaminated by, the hurry 
and noise and compulsions that characterize my normal way of 
living.  However, I often cannot see how impacted and 
contaminated my life is. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 12:28-34 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 275 [God of Our Life] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 351 [Give to Me , Lord, a Thankful Heart] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for November 11, 2018 
Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17; Psalm 127; Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 Remember to VOTE on Tuesday. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 If you wish to donate money to aid in the recovery efforts for 
those effected by the hurricanes, you may do so by making a 
check out to this church and marking the memo for these relief 
efforts. 
 Information from the California Council of Churches on the 
November 6th ballot propositions is on the table in the coffee 
room. 
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Ordinary Time Following Pentecost 
 There is a saying that goes something like: “Engage brain before 
putting mouth in motion,” or “Think before speaking.” I wonder if 
we could expand this and say, “Go inward before going outward.” 
The idea in this expansion is that it would be wise and helpful to put 
some effort into getting ourselves out of the way before we go 
about messing in other people’s lives. Or put differently, it is 
important to do what we can to make certain that our efforts to 
serve others are not primarily or essentially self-serving. 
 When Jesus was asked which commandment was the foremost 
in importance, his answer was to love God. The second in 
importance was to love neighbor and self. Every time this subject 
appears in the gospels the order of the answer is the same: love 
God, and then love neighbor and self. 
 It is a mistake to combine the two answers, to equate the two 
answers, or reverse the order of the two answers because the two 
answers have a particular relationship: the second depends on the 
first. Love of God makes it possible to love neighbor and self. The 
activities involved in loving God make it so that we are able to 
approach our neighbors and our self in such a way that we see both 
neighbor and self more accurately and can relate to both with less 
bias and prejudice, less idealism and judgment. God is that which 
brings us insights, insights which increase our awareness, expand 
our perception, and heighten our sensitivity. God’s doing so 
discloses us to ourselves, especially including what lies in our 
shadow, so that we are not so blind or self-deceived in the way we 
relate to our neighbor and our self. It is then possible to do justice 
to both neighbor and self. Apart from this inward attention to what 
God is doing with us, it is not possible to do justice to either 
neighbor or self. 
 Jesus said: “…first take the log out of your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye” [Matt. 
7:5; NRSV]. God is constantly seeking to make us aware of the log in 
our own eye, so we can take our impaired sight into account when 
we relate. The love of God precedes the love of neighbor and self, 
and makes the love of neighbor and self possible, feasible and 
effective.              [Jim Robie, 11-1-18] 
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Ordinary Time – 24th Sunday after Pentecost (Mark 12:28-34) 
 The word translated as commandment is the Greek word 
meaning “an injunction, i.e. an authoritative prescription.” The 
root of this word is the verb “to enjoin,” which means “to direct 
with authority and emphasis,” encouraging us to join with 
something. This root comes from two words which together mean 
“a fixed point aimed at as a limit.” A commandment is best thought 
of as the point towards which we are being drawn or taken. A 
commandment is an outward expression of an inward and innate 
leaning. In other words, a commandment comes from and speaks 
to a place deep inside us which knows about human life at its best, 
a place towards which all of us are inclined to move. Seen in this 
light a commandment serves as a reference point from which we 
get our bearings, something on which we keep our mind’s eye as a 
way of remembering where we are being taken. We tend to be 
moralistic about commandments, thinking of them as demands we 
have to meet, as goals we have to achieve, and/or as legalistic 
statutes demanding compliance. They are not any of these things. 
Commandments are given for the purpose of helping us grasp the 
“living space” towards which human life was designed to go. It is 
difficult for us to think this way because we are accustomed to 
approaching life in terms of rules with which we are supposed to 
comply, and in terms of which we are evaluated and judged. 
Commandments belong to a different way of life where compliance 
is not the goal; responsiveness is the goal. In Christianity, God 
inhabits our life with us, and invites us to pay attention to the work 
God does which acquaints us with our own life. We are asked to 
respond to what we are shown about ourselves, and to participate 
in making our understanding of our life more adequate and 
equitable. As we participate in this endeavor we find we are moved 
toward the way of life that is delineated in the commandments. We 
keep our mind’s eye on the commandments in order to help us 
remember where we are being taken by God. 

If we think this way, then the question asked of Jesus becomes 
more understandable. Jesus is asked [in the Greek]: Which 
commandment is foremost in order and importance? He answers: 
“…love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” The word 
translated into English as “love” is the Greek word “agapao” which 
means to love in a moral sense; that is, we are to love because doing 
so is the right thing to do in the sense that loving God yields the 
most life. This is much more than having warm feelings toward God; 
“agapao” is more related to our heads than our hearts. This love 
involves a deliberate choosing to approach our life in a particular 
way as a matter of principle rather than because one feels like it. 
Loving God is a matter of choosing to pay attention to the work God 
does to disclose us to ourselves. To love God is to actively seek the 
connection to our own life towards which God is moving us, and to 
open ourselves to that connection. If we think of God as the creator 
of insight, and thereby as the architect of awareness and 
perception, loving God means paying attention to insights, to the 
expansion of our awareness and perception, and seeking to 
cooperate with that expansion. Loving God means to choose to be 
involved in this as a matter of principle because doing so brings us 
the fullness of our life, rather than because it is enjoyable. 
 To love God in this way involves the exercise of certain abilities 
enumerated in the answer Jesus gives which was quoted above. The 
Greek words are important and have different meanings than their 
English translations. The word translated as “heart” means the 
heart, but heart in Greek is a figure of speech referring to our 
thoughts and feelings, what we would call our mind. The word 
translated as “soul” refers to the capacity to perceive sensations, to 
be conscious of experience. The word translated as “mind” refers to 
deep thought, both the capacity for it and the exercise of it. The 
word translated as “strength” means forcefulness, from a root “to 
hold,” the idea being to exert the energy needed to hold on or hold 
to. The scribe who asked Jesus the question adds “understanding”, 
which is the Greek word for “intelligence,” which refers to the 
ability to put things together mentally. If loving God means paying 
attention to insights, opening to the expansion of our awareness 
and perception, and seeking to cooperate with that expansion, then 
in order to do this we need to use our capacity to think and feel, our 
ability to be conscious of our experience, our capability for deep 
thought, our ability to assemble perceptions into more inclusive and 



insightful concepts, and our ability to hold on and persevere in the 
work God does to expand our experience of and awareness of our 
own life. More specifically, loving God is essentially an internal 
encounter between our own interior life and God who calls us into 
it. 
 God brings us insights designed to introduce us to ourselves, 
thereby giving us greater awareness and deeper perception, all of 
which helps us live full human lives. Our paying attention to these 
insights and cooperating with the work of integrating them is how 
we love ourselves. It is a short step to realizing that our own life 
and all of life would be better if we approached our neighbors 
[those close to us emotionally and also close in proximity] in the 
same way. We love our neighbors by helping them pay attention to 
insights, and by supporting the expansion of their awareness and 
perception. So, in our interacting with others we seek to encourage 
the increase of their capacity to think and feel, their ability to be 
conscious of their experience, their capacity for deep thought and 
intelligence, and their perseverance in this same work as we are 
involved in. Interacting in this way is loving neighbors and it 
involves much more than doing nice things for them. We love 
neighbors just as we love ourselves by being receptive to the 
development of these qualities in each of us and all of us. To live in 
this way is to be in the kingdom of God, that is, under the influence 
of God. To live in this way is more important than anything and 
everything. 
 The scribe who was speaking to Jesus says that God “…is one, 
and besides [him] there is no other.” Thinking of God as the creator 
of insight, and thereby as the architect of awareness and 
perception, allows us to realize how central and pervasive God is 
to all life. The same “in-sighting” which God orchestrates in us goes 
on in all people. All people are expressions of the same insight-
giving “activity” which God is. 

[Jim Robie, 11-1-18, O.T. 24th after Pentecost, Cycle B, Mark 12:28-34] 
 


